
A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R  T E A C H I N G  A S S I S T A N T S H I P S   
• Department of Film  • Peck School of the Arts • University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee •  

 
Teaching Assistantships include a free tuition scholarship, a stipend of approximately $7,000, plus the Chancellor 
Award of approximately $5,000. 

Name Daniel Wilson        State of Residence WI_______  Phone 414-964-5525______________________ 

Address 3241 N Holton________________City Milwaukee______________State WI___   Zip 53212 ___________ 

(Use address for contact in Spring and Summer)          E-mail _dan@bartolifilm.com_________________________  

New applicants to the MFA in Performing Arts -- Film: 

 
Films/Videos submitted with Film Department MFA  
Title      format   length   year   
1. *** at Cecelia’s recommendation, since my area of study will primarily be photography, I have submitted, instead of 
my film work, recent photo work. A list of images follows 
 
Bound with Kelp, 2005, c-print 
Bound with Snake, 2007, c-print 
Bound with Bicycle Chain, 2004, c-print 
Gabbi, 2006, digital print 
AnneMarie, silver gelatin print 
Jon & Kat, 2005, digital print 
Sue, 2005, digital print 
Bella, 2006, digital print 
Leg, 2007, silver gelatin print 
Web, 2007, silver gelatin print 
Dumpster, 2006, c-print 
Spring, 2008, c-print 
04:13, 2006, digital print 
04:11, 2006, digital print 
08:07, 2004, digital print 
 
Do you have teaching experience prior to UWM?  If so, please list course titles and a brief description of course (use 
back of page if needed): 
 
While I’ve not taught formally, I have done periodic workshops in the community and mentored interns through my 
company. Most frequently, I’ll lead a screenwriting course through Redbird Studios or Woodland Pattern. Course 
descriptions are attached as supplementary materials. I’ve also been very involved with the Milwaukee Film Festival’s 
Student Screenwriting Competition, in which we mentor high school students to write a short screenplay to be entered 
into a competition. The winner of the competition has their script produced. In the past, I’ve participated in volunteer 
programs through Jewish Family Services to offer Russian immigrants opportunities to practice conversational 
English. I’ve also traveled to Italy at the invitation of Villagio Inglese to provide ESL instruction and conversational 
English practice to native Italian speakers in a week-long intensive retreat. I’ve also been involved with design and 
delivery of educational programs at the Milwaukee Public Museum when I was in high school. 

Please explain why you wish to teach. 

  
Originally, I began offering screenwriting courses as a reaction to reading bad scripts. I wanted to train people to write 
scripts that I would be happy to produce, or at worst, network with more screenwriters. Through that process, I found 
that I was very good at distilling concepts into something that people could understand easily. I’ve found it very 
fulfilling to share the knowledge I’ve acquired over the years. I find that when speaking to clients, I often give them a 
brief education in communications theory and film/photo production, to allow them to make better choices about how 
to communicate their messages. Sometimes I feel that teaching is ~really~ what I do…and that the rest is an 
incidental byproduct of those lessons. My teaching style is one of leading students to their own discoveries through 
delivery of information and guided exercises/critiques. 

 
Continuing MFA candidates:  Film Faculty Advisor (for current MFA students):____________________ 
 
Film Faculty Advisor: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Films/Video submitted: _______________________________________________________________________ 



 
Courses completed toward MFA study at UWM: 
 
1.____________________________________________2.______________________________________________
_ 
 
3.____________________________________________4.______________________________________________ 
  
What courses have you previously taught? 
 
 
Which course(s) would you like to teach or assist with? 
 
[ x] 201/202 -Intro to experimental Film & Video/Current Topics in Media Arts 
[ x] 114 
[ x] 116 
[ x]  Teach Basic Elements of Filmmaking I 
[ x]  Teach/Assist in Basic Video 
[ x ]  Teach/assist elective proposed area:  
   
For an elective, attach a brief description of the course, workshop/equipment expertise, etc. 
I’ve got nothing specific in mind, but if there’s something which would fit my skill set, I would certainly consider it. 
 
 
Are you interested in teaching during the Summer Session (Summer 2003 or 2004)? [ x]  Yes  [ ]  No  
If so, which course? Depending upon which courses are offered…but likely a Basic Film or Video course 
 
You may include other skills, factors or qualifications you would like the graduate faculty to consider on a separate 
page or the back of this sheet.  After reviewing all work and applications, faculty consider an applicant’s qualifications 
including overall academic performance, participation in courses, performances in prior teaching duties, technical 
skills and communication skills, while also considering programmatic needs for the coming semesters when 
determining the teaching assistantships.                                                       ”MFA_Tapplication.doc” RD11/03 



Screenwriting Courses 
 
Writing the Independent Film – a beginning screenwriting workshop  
During this six-session workshop, up to twenty participants will gain an understanding of independent cinema and where it fits into the 
greater context of the film industry as a whole.  Participants will learn about specific characteristics that independent producers look for in a 
script, and how to think about the stories they’re telling with the independent producer in mind.  We’ll cover the mechanics and format of 
screenplay style, and delve into storytelling, character development, voice, writing style and pacing.  At the end of the workshop, participants 
will have all of the information necessary to write a screenplay, will have created a solid premise, logline, and first ten pages of their script in 
the proper format.  Students will also receive lists of important independent films and books about screenwriting for further independent 
study.  
  

Week One – Definition, History and Characteristics of Independent Cinema 
Week Two - Introduction to Screenwriting and Basic Industry Concepts 
Week Three – Formatting and Storytelling 
Week Four - Character 
Week Four – Conflict and Resolution 
Week Six – Critique of Work to Date and Goalsetting  

 
Developing the Independent Film – an advanced screenwriting workshop for up to six  
This advanced six-week screenwriting workshop builds on the skills learned in the beginning workshop (above).  Persons interested in this 
workshop will be required to submit a treatment and script-in-progress that they would like to develop over the course of the workshop.  Up 
to six individuals will be selected, and over the course of eight weeks will receive intensive critiques by the instructor and fellow participants.   
 
As a group, we will analyze the script’s pacing, narrative structure, conflict, resolution, characters and their development.  Participants will 
receive specific feedback and suggestions for improvement from the instructor as well as comments from their peers.  
 
Limited one-on-one consultation will be available during the course of the workshop to discuss specific challenges. 
 
About the instructor 
Dan Wilson has been working in film and video production since 1986.  In addition to offering production services to corporate, educational 
and non-profit clients, his company, Bartoli Filmworks, produces a number of scripts every year.  Mr, Wilson is the founder of the Milwaukee 
Independent Film Society, a member of the Wisconsin Screenwriters’ Forum, and a passionate advocate for independent film. 


